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Abstract

This study examines the role TikTok's algorithms play in intensifying
political polarization among Palestinian youth in the context of the
aggression on the Gaza Strip since October 2023. It proceeds from the
observation that Palestinian youth have increasingly turned to the platform
to express political positions, convey the suffering of the Palestinian
people, document the events of the war, and take part in internal political
debate. The research relied on three principal methods: direct observation,
in-depth personal interviews, and thematic analysis of a sample of
politically themed live-stream videos. It also drew on a set of theoretical
frameworks, most notably the spiral of silence theory, social identity
theory, and digital mobilization theory. The interviews included 15 young
men and women aged 18 to 30, while 23 live streams totaling
approximately 84 hours were monitored, alongside an in-depth thematic
analysis of five live streams totaling around 22 hours, over the period from

March 12 to May 18, 2025.

The study found that TikTok's algorithms contribute, according to its
analysis, to reinforcing political polarization and deepening Palestinian
internal divisions through mechanisms such as echo chambers, content
personalization, the reinforcement of digital identities, and the
amplification of emotional and polarizing content. A large majority of
participants (86.6%) held that the platform turns the conflict into a "visual
war" reflecting competing identities rather than fostering dialogue. The
study further found that the platform has become an arena of digital
confrontation among Palestinian activists themselves, documenting forms
of mutual "symbolic repression” practiced by activists and content creators
against one another — including defamation and accusations of

collaboration or treason, blocking and exclusion, and "character
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assassination" campaigns that at times targeted individual female activists
— alongside symbolic repression exercised by the platform itself through
content removal and reduced recommendation of videos with national
content. At the same time, the study confirmed that the platform continues
to serve as an effective tool for digital mobilization, disseminating the

Palestinian narrative, and rallying international solidarity.

The interviews indicated that a large proportion of participants (80%)
perceive the dominance of certain political views on the platform, that a
majority (67%) feel hesitant or fearful about expressing dissenting
opinions, and that an overwhelming majority (93%) reported experiencing
forms of "electronic punishment" directed at dissenting views — findings
the researchers interpreted through the lens of the spiral of silence theory.
The study recommends conducting further research with broader samples
and different age groups, and expanding the space for internal dialogue

among Palestinians to ease the intensity of political polarization.

Keywords:

TikTok Algorithms, Political Polarization, Palestinian Youth, Aggression
on Gaza, Spiral of Silence Theory, Social Identity Theory, Digital
Mobilization Theory, Echo Chambers, Symbolic Repression, Digital
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